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The purpose of this newsletter is to provide special information to
our area farmers and land owners.
The Baxter County Conservation District’s desire is to promote an
informative and educational newsletter to the farmers and landowners so they may be able to make responsible and wise decisions
on their property that will not only make needed improvements
but also enhance and protect our natural resources.
Our Vision here at the Baxter County Conservation District is to
help all area farmers and landowners with the programs and
funding to make the needed improvements on their property
while protecting the soil and water.

Baxter County
Conservation District

BAXTER CO. CONSERVATION DIST. FACEBOOK IN PROGRESS
Visit us

at:

www.baxtercountycd.com

FALL IS FINALLY HERE! SO IS THE FALL HARVEST NUT SALE!!!
ITS NUTTY SEASON AGAIN ! THAT IS NUTS.. AND MORE NUTS !!
I have a feeling everyone is looking forward to this time of year, I have
already received calls from people anxious to order more nuts and making sure we will still be doing our nuts sales again this year… YES !!! We
are! As It looks now we will have to do the “CURB SIDE PICKUP” like
last year, but at least we will still be able to do the Fall Harvest Sale as
always… So please take advantage of your attached order form and
make your orders as soon as possible.. Please make your checks to: BCCD,
and they are for the correct amount, or exact amount in cash. Thank
you all so much for your support.. Be safe..

BAXTER COUNTY CONSERVATION
DISTRICT — CONSERVING
OUR NATURAL RESOURCES
AND—INVESTING IN THE
FUTURE OF
BAXTER COUNTY !!

PRESCRIBED BURNING A VERY IMPORTANT MANAGEMENT TOOL
Prescribed burning is a very important management tool for maintaining and enhancing
grasslands. Fire was an important natural part in the development and maintenance of
grasslands, forest, and wetlands, throughout history. To many of us, fire is a feared enemy
that destroys everything in its path. Because of this, the use of controlled fires, such as
prescribed burning, is underutilized as a management tool for improving and maintaining
habitats.
For thousands of years, tall grass prairies and open brushlands were kept free of trees by
the occasional wildfires that cleared the Landscape every two to 50 years. These fires were
caused by lightning, or set intentionally by Native Americans. They had discovered that
fire killed woody plants, but encouraged fruit bearing shrubs, and forage producing grasslands.
Present day research and experience have shown that prescribed burning can be an effective management tool. Prescribed burns are used most frequently to maintain and restore
native grasslands. Prescribed burning can recycle nutrients tied up in old plant growth,
control many woody plants and herbaceous weeds, improve poor quality forage, increase
plants growth, reduce the risk of large wildfires, and improve certain wildlife habitat. To
achieve the above benefits, fire must be used under very specific conditions, using very specific techniques.
Brushlands can be invigorated and maintained with fire to benefit species such as bluebirds and sharp-tailed grouse. Burning old fields controls saplings and woody vegetation,
and improves grasslands for use by nesting wildlife and grazing livestock.. Forest openings
can be manipulated with burns to benefit more than 150 wildlife species. Upland nesting
cover used by pheasants, waterfowl, and songbirds will remain productive if periodically
burned. Cattails and sedges are returned to vigor by an occasional burn. Lastly, if you
want more oaks in a hardwood stand, a fire will kill off less tolerant species such as maple,
and basswood, allowing the oak to compete more successfully. Burning is also more costeffective than other treatments like bulldozing, cutting, or chemicals.
NOTIFICATION: for both safety and legal reasons, certain groups should be notified before a burn to prevent unnecessary concerns and danger. Notifying neighbors, fire departments, and local law enforcement officials, Arkansas Forestry commission, should all
be part of a prescribed burning process. Working with the local fire department is crucial
because a burn permit may be necessary. Burns need to be conducted by individuals who
are experienced and trained in the use of fire
BCCD PLAT BOOKS AND
WALL MAPS : 2020
Prices for Baxter co. Plat
Books are $50.00 a book
Wall Maps of Baxter Co. are
$60.00 map…
Come in and get yours Today!!

BCCD’S PASTURE CONFERENCE EVENT COMING OCT. 19TH 2021
You are invited to attend this years Pasture Conference Event at the Baxter Co. Fair
grounds in the Educational building. Dinner begins at 6 pm.. Please RSVP and if there
are any allergy problems or dietary needs please let me know ahead of time… thank you

AGENDA
DINNER AT 6 PM Be Early Stay Late

1. Brad Runsick/ Ext. office /Liming misconceptions & why it matters
2. Feral Hog project / Tad, Patrick and others
3. Reggie Watson/NRCS/ Expert and informative on High Tunnels
4. John Cotenas/Grassland Spec./ 319 Bull shoals/White river project
5. John / Prescribe Burning and other NRCS projects

ARKANSAS CONSERVATION DISTRICT LICENSE PLATES
The Conservation Districts all over Arkansas are very proud to announce Our
New Conservation District License
Plate. You may purchase this specialty
plate at your local state revenue office.
Please Show Your “Love of the Land”
by purchasing one of these new plates.

The plates are $35.00
dollars. $5.00 go back
for cost of making the
plate, and $20.00 goes
back to the County
Conservation District
you purchased them in
& 10.00 to the State.
Arkansas

Now Available for Rent—2 No Till Drills– 2 Sprayers— 1 Roller
The Baxter County Conservation District
has available for the public on a rental
basis, (2) No Till Drills, 2 Sprayers and a
1Roller.
The drill size is 10 ft with hydraulics and
drop pin towing. $100.00 refundable
deposit, $25.00 per day and $9.00 an
acre.. 60.00 MINIMUM.
The 2- 300 gallon Sprayers rent for
$25.00 a day with the same refundable
deposit.

The Roller has a $30.00 refundable deposit and a
$20.00 per day fee.
For more information or to
reserve any of the equipment
call :
The Baxter County Conservation Dist.

870-425-3527 ex. 3

FOOD FOR THOUGHT WITH GRASSLAND SPEC. John Cotenas

The Bull Shoals-White River 319 watershed program is in full
swing.. The project is a water quality improvement project designed to improve the water quality of severely impacted waterways.. By improving the quality of the grasses root base, we
406 W. WADE AVE. STE. 2
MTN. HOME, ARKANSAS . 72653

870-425-3527 EX.T. 3
Tina.haun@ar.nacdnet.net

Baxter Co. Conservation District
People Helping People

can reduce runoff in fields, muddy areas around feeding and
watering stations.
If you fall within the project area, we might be able to help
with your local water quality by pasture fencing, water lines,
tanks and heavy use areas, reseeding over grazed pastures,

The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination in all its programs and
brush management and more. You might be eligible for a cost
activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political share of up to 40% of the cost of the practices.
beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or
family status. USDA is an equal opportunity
There are programs at our office that allow landowners to do
provider and employer.

a prescribed burn. The programs will cost share to allow you
HELP SUPPORT THE DISTRICT
PURCHASE OUR BAXTER CO.
CONSERVATION DISTRICT
T SHIRT. AWESOME LOGO.
$15.00 GOOD QUALITY/ on sale.

to create firebreaks and burn off the underbrush in your
woods which will be more attractive to wildlife not to mention

it will be beneficial to your land allowing for better growth of
plants that are more desirable than just the common brush.
So, if any of this interest you, then please come in and talk to
me and we can get you started. Also, don’t forget its also the
time to start planting and we still have our 2 no-till drills, 2
sprayers and roller for rent.

