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Food for Thought by John Cotenas, Grassland Specialist

With the cold season upon us it is time to plan for the improvements you want to
make on the farm for the upcoming year. As the temps drop remember to make sure
that your watering tanks are set to go and be careful with frozen ponds. Now is also a
good time to service your equipment so that it is ready to go for spring.

Make sure to double check your sprayer pumps are clean and free of liquid so they
turn freely and do not freeze and break (I lightly oil the Districts). Grease equipment
to drive any moisture out of bearings and make sure they are protected from rust. It
is also a good time to conduct controlled burns and get rid of the underbrush.

Unrolling hay in different areas will spread nutrients and organic matter and reduces
muddy areas. If using hay rings rotate the areas you feed at so you are not creating
any bare ground. The less ground cover present, the more erosion runoff will occur.
Maintaining ground cover and reducing runoff and erosion is important to improving
water quality in the watershed.

Come into the Baxter County Conservation District (BCCD) and NRCS Service Cen-
ter to see if there is funding available to assist with projects you need done around the
farm. The current Bull Shoals White River Watershed 319 program will end in Sep-
tember, 2024 but, the district has applied for a new 319 project area for different
parts of the county. When funds become available, land-owners in that watershed
can apply for cost share for approved projects to improve the water quality and their

The District has both drills ready to go in preparation for the spring season. As a reminder the District has two (2)
No-Till Drills, two (2) 300-gallon boomless sprayers and a tow-behind field roller for rent to Baxter County residents

(see Page 4 for details).

MAY THE

2023-2024 Dave Ferguson Scholarship Award

Could you (or someone you know) use $500.00 toward college
expenses?

F Must be a Baxter County high school sophomore, junior or
' onm : senior with a grade point average of 2.5 and interested in a

BE “TH OU H.LWA : conservation-related course of study at an accredited Arkansas

college or university, enter for an opportunity to win.

Details can be found at baxtercountycd.com
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“It's the little things citizens do. That's what will make the difference. My little thing is planting trees.

Wangari Maathai Search Results (brainyquote.com)

Six Steps to Planting Success

Planting a tree and watching it grow over the years is one of life’s most rewarding experiences (yes, we may be a little biased here).
Establishing a thriving native tree nursery provides numerous ecological benefits and helps make our planet just a little bit healthier.

Planting begins with proper preparation. Although there are a number of different methods and techniques that may be effective, we
want to help simplify the process. In this article, we’ll explain our six steps to planting success.

GIVE ‘EM ROOM—<Creating an environment that’s conducive to a healthy tree means giving it some space to spread out as it
grows. Dig your planting hole twice as wide and a bit shallower than the root ball of your tree. In terms of depth, your hole should be
a bit shallower than the root ball. Once you’ve achieved the correct depth and width, rough up the inside walls with your hands or a
tool. The extra room on the sides will give your tree’s roots room to spread out and grow. The “roughing up” of the sides will make it
easier for your roots to penetrate the soil. Think of it as creating a more natural space than if you were to leave your sides flat and
packed together.

READY YOUR TREE—Once you've created the ideal space for growth, it’s time to move on to the tree itself. Lay the tree down
on its side and lightly tap the sides of the container in order to loosen the root ball. Once it’s become loose, remove the container.
Once the root ball of the tree has been removed, begin gently separating the roots, guiding them outward from the ball. If there are
any abnormally long or crooked roots, you can cut these off. The goal is to have consistent growth, and these ‘stragglers’ may take
hold differently than the rest of the roots.

PREPARE THE SOIL—It’s impossible to overstate the role soil plays in the health of not just native trees, but nearly all plants. Soil
provides many critical nitrates, minerals, and nutrients, and aids in a plant’s ability to get water.
Our method for preparing the soil involves utilizing a 50/50 mix of compacted soil and compost. The loosened soil provides an ideal
environment for your new roots to grow.

STAND UP STRAIGHT—Now that you’ve prepped the planting hole and added your soil, it’s time to insert your tree! Position it in
the hole and make sure that it’s standing upright (if it goes in crooked, there’s a chance it will grow crooked).
After your tree is in, tilt the root ball and backfill underneath until you’ve found the right orientation. Once you’ve completed this step
of the process, your tree should be sticking straight up out of the soil.

GET A GOOD START—Once your tree is in place — standing tall and straight — it’s time to fill in the gaps. Backfill the planting hole
with loosened soil, making sure to add water as you go. To promote quicker growth, root stimulator can help speed up the develop-
ment of new feeder roots. After you’ve filled everything in with the afore-mentioned loose soil and water, firm up the soil to stabilize
your tree and eliminate air pockets. Tamp it down lightly, and you’re ready for the final step!

THE GRAND FINALE—Optimizing your tree’s growth potential is all about the details. The last step of our planting process in-
volves the area around the tree. Once it’s planted and the hole has been filled in, add three to four inches of hardwood mulch around
the base of your tree to help the soil lock in moisture and maintain a constant temperature. The mulch also aids in keeping weeds,
which could disrupt proper growth, at bay.

If you’re working with a larger tree, consider adding tree wrap and staking. The wrap will help protect your tree from wildlife damage

and SUI]SCH](L and staki ng ensures the tree will grow Stl"dight. Forrest Keeling’s Six Steps to Planting Success - Forrest Keeling Nursery (fknursery.com)



https://greenthumbgardeningsecrets.com/well-loosened/
https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/plant-problems/environmental/sunscald-on-plants.htm
https://fknursery.com/six-steps-to-native-planting-sucess/
https://www.brainyquote.com/search_results?x=0&y=0&q=trees
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Feral SWlne PrO]eCt ARKANSAS-DEPARTMENT

OF+*~AGRICULTURE

The Feral Swine Eradication and Control Pilot Program (FSCP) was

1 1 Crooked Creek Conservation District
established by the 2018 Farm Bill to respond to the threat feral R

1 1 1 1 Baxter County Conservation District
swine pose to ggrlcultgre, native ecosystems, and human and animal o o

health. USDA is focusing efforts through this pilot where feral sy oo i
. . (870) 368-4413
swine pOSC thC hlghest threat. https:/ /www.nres.usda.gov/ feral-swine-eradication-and-control-pilot- Technician: Tad Huff

program (870) 405-8634

Technician: Patrick Thompson

(870) 405-3464 @

BCCD Pollinator Garden

Last year BCCD built a pollinator garden located in front of our office building. As winter approaches, we
thought we would share some tips with you about caring for your pollinator garden.

Don’t cut back the dried stalks of perennials (milkweed is a perennial).
Don’t pull up dead annuals or weeds. They’ll trap whatever leaves blow by, creating their own enriching
mulch while shielding insects.

Don’t install a deep layer of mulch, which could block the insects’ escape in spring.

Don’t disturb bare soil where many wild bee species, including bumblebees, overwinter in small nests.
Do consider planting a cover crop to protect small animals and insects.

Do add new perennials including bulbs, trees and shrubs at a time when fall moisture can help establish
their root systems.

Do delay tllhl’lg ot — better yet — don’t till at all. ips for winterizing your pollinator habitar | AGDAILY

If you have any questions about caring for your pollinator garden or installing a pollinator garden, please give
us a call.

Junior Livestock Association Sponsor

Baxter County Conservation District is a proud sup-
porter of The Junior Livestock Association Livestock
Achievement Scholarship Program. We sponsored
Claire Walker and her market lamb at the 2023 Baxter
County Fair. Claire and her lamb placed 5th overall.
Claire brought us a precious thank you note and a pic-
ture of her and her lamb. Congratulations Claire on a
job well done!

Looking Forward

In observance of Federal Holidays, our offices will be closed on Monday, December 25, 2023, Monday
January 1, 2024, Monday, January 15, 2024 and Monday, February 19, 2024.

If you are interested in any of the following items from our Fall Harvest Nut Sale,
please contact Dawn at 870-425-3527, Extension 3:

6—11b bags Cashews—$9.75 each
1—5Ib bag of Raw Blanched Peanuts (no skins) - $18.30



https://www.agdaily.com/lifestyle/tips-winterizing-pollinator-habitat/
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2023 Annual Field Day Event...

Baxter County Conservation District's Annual Field Day 2023 was a HUGE Success! Thank you to our co-sponsors, speakers,
board members and staff for all the hard work. A very special thank you to all of the attendees. We hope you enjoyed the food,

Rental Equipment

No Till Drill Sprayer Field Roller
$25.00 p/day +$9.00 p/acte & $60 min | $25.00 p/day $20.00 p day

$100.00 refundable deposit

$100.00 refundable deposit

$30.00 refundable deposit

5,000 Ibs 300 gallons 8 (with tongue 12’)
No brakes/drop pin towing Tow behind Requires 70hp tractor
Requires 50 hp tractor w/rear hydrau- | Boomless
lics

oard

District meets once a month in the Board Room of the Farm Bureau Offices at 6:00 p.m. These meetings are
e scheduled for January 11, 2024 February 8, 2024 and March 14, 2024.

. 2023 PLAT BOOKS NOW AVAILABLE!
e |

Conservation Districts all over Arkansas are proud to announce the

new Conservation District License Plate. You may purchase this spe- BAXTER COUNTY
cialty plate at your local revenue office and show your support “For ARKANSAS
Love of the Land.” For each plate sold in Baxter County, $20.00 B Map

eBook - And More
% mappingsolutions
octegtyxperence.cventy tecmolop:

goes back to BCCD.

For Love of the Land

-ty Conservation District

406 W. Wade Avenue, Suite 2
Mountain Home, Arkansas 72653
Phone: 870-425-3527, Extension 3
Email: baxtercountycd@gmail.com

visa &2 -

Visit our website at baxtercountycd.com or find us
on Facebook or Instagram

f el

The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family

status. USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



2024 ANNUAL TREE BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT
Baxter County Conservation District
Mountain Home, AR 72653
870-425-3527, Extension3 /baxtercountycd@gmail.com

Customer Name: Phone #:

Address:

Email Address:

Availability of trees/shrubs is very limited this year. We have attempted to select items that are least
likely to result in shortages. By requiring orders earlier than last year (FEBRUARY 15, 2024) we hope to
increase the likelihood that are orders will be filled. We hope that in spite of a limited selection, you find
something that you cannot do without. Thank you for your understanding and continued support of Baxter
County Conservation District.

PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED FORM (TWO PAGES) NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 15, 2024.
FORMS CAN BE RETURNED BY EMAIL TO BAXTERCOUNTYCD.COM, BY US MAIL
OR HAND DELIVERY TO THE ADDRESS ABOVE.

tem Description Price Qty Extended
Each Price

New Jersey Tea (Ceanothus americanus) - Compact shrub of
prairies, glades and dry woods. Tiny, fragrant, white, late spring
flowers are a magnet for butterflies and hummingbirds. H: 3-
47/W: 3-4." Approx Container Size: Top Diameter” 11”/Depth: 7
147

Spicebush (Lindera benzoin) - Spice-scented leaves and stems.
Red, high fat berries important for birds. Spicebush swallowtail
larvae feeds on leaves. Nectar source for pollinators. H: 6-12"/W:
6-12”. Approx Container Size: Top Diameter” 11”/Depth: 7 %"

$27.00

Gro-Low Sumac (Rhus aromatica ‘Gro-Low’) - Low growing,
naturalizing shrub with dense branching and fragrant foliage.
Good for erosion control. Red berries. H: 2-6’/ W: 6-10’. Approx
Container Size: Top Diameter” 11”/Depth: 7 %"

$23.50

Buckbrush Coralberry (Symphoricarpos orbiculatus) Dense,
suckering shrub good for naturalizing. Found in open woods, old
fields and thickets. Wildlife enjoy fruit. H: 2’-3'/W: 4-5’. Approx
Container Size: Top Diameter” 11”/Depth: 7 %"

$23.50

Marsh Milkweed (Asclepias incarnata) Erect plant of wet sites;
small, pink, summer flower clusters attract pollinators. Entire
plant is monarch butterfly larval food source. H: 48-60"/W: 24-
36”". Approx Container Size: Top Diameter” 5 % “/Depth: 6”

$11.50
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ltem Description

Extended
Price

White Wild Indigo (Baptisia alba) - Upright spikes of white, pea-
like spring flowers atop blue-green foliage. Attractive seed pods.

Attracts butterflies. H: 24-48”/W: 24-30”. Approx Container Size:

Top Diameter” 5 /2 “/Depth: 6”

Prairie Dropseed (Sporobolus heterolepis) - Thin, arching, deep
green leaves form dense mounds. Flowers have pinkish-tan tints
with fragrance of coriander. Tolerates deer, drought, black wal-
nut. H: 24-36"/W: 24-36". Approx Container Size: Top Diameter”
5 % “/Depth: 6”

$11.50

Swamp White Oak (Quercus bicolor) - Large tree with broad
crown of moist bottomlands. Good urban tree choice for com-
pacted soils with occasional drought. H: 50-60’/W: 50-60’. Approx
Container Size: Top Diameter” 11”/Depth: 7 %"

$26.00

Bald Cypress (Taxodium distichum) - Deciduous conifer with
narrow, conical form. Fine, feathery foliage turn rich brown in fall.
H: 50-70°/W: 20-450’. Approx Container Size: Top Diameter” 117/
Depth: 7 V%"

$26.00

Redbud (Cercis canadensis) - Known for rosy, spring flowers.
Good street tree for sun to shade on average, soil. Attractive
foliage and seed pods. Tolerates black walnut. H: 20’-30 /W: 25'-
35’. Approx Container Size: Top Diameter” 11”/Depth: 7 %"

$26.00

Floweting Dogwood (Cornus florida) - Distinctive white spring
blooms. Persistent, bright red fall fruits loved by birds. Best
grown in part shade. H: 15-30’/W: 15-30’. Approx Container Size:
Top Diameter” 11”/Depth: 7 2"

$27.00

Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum) - Strong branching, excellent
shade and fall foliage. Prized for syrup. Prefers moist, well-
drained sites. Intolerant of road salt or air pollution. H: 40-80°/W:
30-60’. Approx Container Size: Top Diameter” 11”/Depth: 7 V%"

$27.00

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE

PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED FORM (TWO PAGES) NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 15, 2024.
FORMS CAN BE RETURNED BY EMAIL TO BAXTERCOUNTYCD.COM, BY US MAIL
OR HAND DELIVERY TO THE ADDRESS ABOVE.

2024 Annual Tree Beautification Project—Page 2




