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Inside this issue: 

Baxter County Conservation District (BCCD) is a part of a national system of 
nearly 3000 conservation districts across the country. The mission of conserva-
tion districts is to conserve local soil, land, water, forest, wild life and other natu-
ral resources. BCCD works closely with the Natural Resource Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS) to assist the public through various programs.  
 
The purpose of this newsletter is to provide timely information to our area farm-
ers and land owners.  The Baxter County Conservation District’s desire is to pro-
mote an informative and educational newsletter in order that responsible and 
wise decisions regarding improvements to land that enhances and protects our 
natural resources.   
 
It is our goal to assist all area farmers and landowners with the programs and 
funding available for conservation and protection of soil and water through fi-
nancial incentives, equipment rental, technical assistance and literature. 

We all live in a watershed — the area that drains to a common waterway, such as a stream, lake, estuary, wet-
land, aquifer or even the ocean — and our individual actions can directly affect it.  

• Watersheds supply drinking water, provide recreation and sustain life. 

• More than $450 billion in food and fiber, manufactured goods and tourism depends on clean water and 
healthy watersheds. 

Working together to address today's water resource challenges using a watershed approach is the most effective 
framework to protect our nation's water resources. https://www.epa.gov/nps/addressing-water-quality-challenges-using-watershed-approach 

Programs include a variety of components, including technical assistance, financial assistance, education, train-
ing, technology transfer, demonstration projects, and regulatory programs. https://www.epa.gov/nps/319-grant-current-guidance 

For additional information about resources and programs available in Baxter County please contact John Coten-
as with BCCD. 

NOW 

ACCEPTING  
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National Honey Bee Day—August 19, 2023 

Quail Habitat Project 

June,  2023  Newsletter  

Honey bees were actually introduced from Europe to help pollinate crops and produce 
honey. Although honey bees are not native to North America, they are now integrated 
into the landscape and play key roles in agriculture and our society. From the small hob-
by hive in someone’s back yard to large commercial apiaries that travel all over the coun-
try with there bees to pollinate tree fruits, vegetables and flowers. 
 
Most flowering plants rely on bees for pollination and we would not be able to produce 
the volume of food we do without them. They also produce food for us directly by mak-
ing the honey we use for eating, drinking, and cooking. Even the wax produced by honey 
bees is used in items like candles, health and beauty products and other home goods. 
 
Its not just the honey bees that offer important services for us. There are many species of 
native bumble bees, mason bees, leafcutter bees, carpenter bees and sweat bees. With the 
exception of bumble bees, these other bee species are solitary and do not form a hive. 
Although these species do not socialize to the extent that honey bees do and produce 

honey in a hive, they are extremely important in pollination. Some plants even require 
certain species of bees and behaviors in order for them to be pollinated properly. 

BCCD and NRCS are working together on the Quail Habitat Project. There are a variety 
of seed blends available, including the Arkansas Ozarks pollinator mix, Arkansas Mon-
arch mix and buck, bird and brood food mix.  Seed blends can be purchased through our 
office and are typically sold by the acre.  If you are interested in a quail habitat or pollina-
tor habitat project, stop by our office or give us a call. 
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True or False…. 

Native bees occur on 

every continent on 

the planet. 

False.  Native bees 

occur on every 

continent except 

Antarctica. Wherever 

there are insect-

pollinated flowering 

plants—forest, farms, 

cities and wildlands—

there are bees. And 

just because you 

don’t see plants 

blooming, does not 

mean that there are 

Board, Employee and Partner Spotlight 

How You Can Help 
We can all help native and honey bee populations by planting native plants and flowers in our yards. Native plants tend 
to be more beneficial nectar producers and have a greater benefit, but some introduced plants can be important as well. 
Planting a variety of flowering trees, shrubs and flowers with various bloom periods is the best way to ensure bees and 
other pollinators have the resources they need to thrive. 
 
Hobby Honey Bee Hives 
Hobby honey bee hives have become very popular these days and there are even services that are dedicated to hobby bee 
keeping. Keeping honey bees can be rewarding, but also can be a lot of work to maintain. Another useful project you can 
do for your home is to build a simple “Bee Hotel.” These bee hotels can be very simple to make or as elaborate as you 
want and can event be purchased pre made online. Creating hollows of various diameter will attract native bees to your 
garden and help the local population of native bees. https://naturaltree.com/2020/06/16/the-benefits-of-honey-bees/ 

Our long-time District Administrative Secretary, Tina Haun, retired at the end of February.  We have a new District Ad-

ministrative Secretary/Office Manager, Dawn Downing-Wahl. Dawn has experience as  an Office Manager, Legal Assis-

tant/Paralegal and  Escrow Officer.  Dawn is very excited to be working with BCCD and serving the community and 

looks forward to assisting each and every one of you. 

Dawn and her husband moved from Northwest Arkansas in January, 2023. They have been busy remodeling the home 

they purchased overlooking Cotter and exploring the area.  Dawn enjoys travelling, boating, the ocean and entertaining 

family and friends. 
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Feral Swine Project 

Looking Forward 

The Feral Swine Eradication and Control Pilot 
Program (FSCP) was established by the 2018 
Farm Bill to respond to the threat feral swine 
pose to agriculture, native ecosystems, and hu-
man and animal health. USDA is focusing ef-
forts through this pilot where feral swine pose 
the highest threat. https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/feral-swine-eradication-and-control-pilot-program 

If you are having problems with feral swine in 
Baxter County, please contact Tad Huff , Pat-
rick Thompson or BCCD. 

Interesting Facts: 

The wild pig is the most prolific 

large mammal on the face of the 

Earth—but they are not  “born 

pregnant!” The average number 

of pigs born per litter is between 

five and six. Sows have an 

average of about 1.5 litters per 

year. Are more litters per year 

and larger litter sizes possible? 

Absolutely yes!  

https://www.grandviewoutdoor

s.com/hogs/17-facts-about-

feral-hogs 
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We have a new look on our 
website.  Check it out at: 

www.baxtercountycd.com 

We will have a booth at the 
Baxter County Fair.  The 
Fair is August 23, 2023 

through August 27, 2023. 
Come visit our booth and 

talk to one of our staff 
and/or partners about pro-
grams and resources.   

Pasture Conf/Field Day  

This event will be held  Oc-
tober 19, 2023 at the Baxter 
County Fairgrounds. We will 
provide additional details in 
the next newsletter.  Every-
one is invited. 

BCCD will participate in the 
Annual Fishing Derby held 

at McCabe Park on Saturday, 
September 30, 2023.  This 

event is for children ages 1-
15 years old. 

Fall Nut Harvest  

Order form in our next 
newsletter. 

In observance of Federal 
Holidays, our offices will be 

closed on  

Tuesday, July 4, 2023 & 

Monday, September 4, 2023 

NRCS offers conservation practices that can benefit pollinators and take your conservation efforts to the next level.  If you are interested in one of these programs    

contact our office for details. 

Last year BCCD built a pollinator garden located in front of our office building.  The Pollinator Garden is 
blooming and looks absolutely beautiful.  During our Tree Beautification Program, we bought new plants to add 
to the garden and to replace a few plants we lost over the winter.  Please stop by any time and enjoy the bees 
and butterflies as well as the arbor and bench. We hope you enjoy watching our garden grow and prosper as 
much as we do.  If you are interested in starting your own pollinator garden, we would be happy to assist you. 

BCCD Pollinator Garden  

August 19, 2023 
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Caring for Your New Plantings in a Drought 

June,  2023  Newsletter  

Much of the Midwest is now in a severe or extreme 
drought. Not enough rain in recent weeks will cause 
plants to weaken and possibly die.  Extreme heat and 
wind worsens conditions. Regular watering is key for 
plant survival.  Especially new plantings or those in their 
first or second seasons. 

Look to the leaves for signs of drought stress in 
trees. These include wilting or yellowing leaves, leaf 
scorch, defoliation, and bark cracks. Drier-than-normal 
conditions challenge conservation plantings that de-
pend on rainfall over supplemental watering. Effects of 
drought are not always immediate. Drought stress 
makes trees more prone to future disease and insect 
damage. 

You can check if your trees are getting enough wa-
ter with a soil sample. Dig down outside the root ball 
about 10”. Is the soil easy to roll into a ball? Perfect. If 
the soil is hard and dry, you need to water. If it’s gummy 
and watery, wait a week and check again.  https://fknursery.com/ 

 

 

“Conservation is a great moral issue, for it 

involves the patriotic duty of insuring the safety 

and continuance of the nation.” 

Theodore Roosevelt 
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Rental Equipment 

Midwest | U.S. Drought Monitor (unl.edu)  

 

If you are interested in renting any of the equipment 
listed below, please contact BCCD at 870-425-3527, 
Extension 3. 
 
NO TILL DRILL 

$25.00 p/day +$9.00 p/acre and $60 min 
$100.00 refundable deposit 
5,000 lbs 
no brakes 
10 1/2' W x 10' L 
drop pin towing 
requires 50-60 hp tractor w/rear hydraulics 

 
SPRAYER 

$25.00 p/day 
$100.00 refundable deposit 
300 Gallons 
Tow behind PTO 
Boomless 

 
FIELD ROLLER 

$20.00 p/day   
$30.00 refundable deposit 
8’ (w/tongue 12’) 

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?midwest
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, 

political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Conservation Districts all over Arkansas are proud to announce 
the new Conservation District License Plate. You may purchase 
this specialty plate  at your local revenue office and show your 
support “For Love of the Land.”  For each plate sold in Baxter 
County, $20.00 goes back to BCCD. 

We are on the web!  www.baxtercountycd.com 

Please like our Facebook page 

Baxter County Conservation District Board 
 
Mark Keaton, Chairman 

Sherrie Bufford, Secretary/Treasurer 

Sally Hall, Mel Crawford and Robert Benedict 

The Board of the Baxter County Conservation District meets once a month in the Board Room of the 
Farm Bureau Offices at 6:00 p.m.  These meetings are open to the public.  The next three meetings will be 
July 18, 2023, August 10, 2023 and September 14, 2023. 

Baxter County Conservation District  

406 W. Wade Avenue, Suite 2 
Mountain Home, Arkansas 72653 
Phone: 870-425-3527, Extension 3 
Email: baxtercountycd@gmail.com  

Pollinator Garden—Come see how our Garden Grows  

2022 2023 

Please feel free to reach out to us through our Facebook page, our website, via email or by telephone if you 

need to update your contact information or need to change the way we contact you. 


