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Inside this issue: 

We will be attending the Farmers’ Market on the square in Moun-
tain Home on May 17th.  Please drop by our booth and say 
“hello”. 

On the Hrizon 

Please join us on Wednesday June 4, 2025 from 10:00 am-1:00 pm for the 2025 Mountain 
Buzz Pollinator Event.  This will be an outdoor event at the Baxter County Conserva-
tion District, 406 W. Wade Ave, Mountain Home 72653.  This event is free to the public. 
There will be pollinator garden tours, a pollinator market, pollinator and conservation 
experts and activities for children.   Event information and registration details on the 
last page of  this newsletter.  If  you plan to attend, registration is appreciated.  You can 
register by calling our office at 870-425-3527, Extension 3,  accessing the link on our 
website at www.baxtercountycd.com or by scanning the QR code above. 

2025 Mountain Buzz  
Pollinator Event 
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Baxter County Conservation District Coloring/Poster Contest 

BCCD received so many beautiful entries for the coloring/poster  contest in celebration of  
Earth Day from 2nd and 5th graders in Mountain Home, Cotter, and Norfork school districts.  

On the Horizon 

Cotter 5th graders 

1st Place - Kaye Martin, Best Overall -  
Maggie Parrish, 2nd Place - Bow Smith,  
and 3rd Place -  Remi Haynes. 

Cotter 2nd graders 

3rd Place - Shawn St. Onge, 2nd Place -  
Junior Milner, and  1st Place - Townes 
Benham. 
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Please feel free to reach out to us through our Facebook page, our website, via email or by telephone if you 

need to update your contact information or need to change the way we contact you. 

Mountain Home 2nd graders 

2nd Place - Hayes G. Martin,  3rd Place -  
Nevaeh Pham,  and 1st Place -  Josie Reano. 

Mountain Home 5th graders 

Honorable Mention Excellence in Artistry - 
Nikole Edwards, 2nd Place -  Oudia Ether-
idge, 1st Place - Addison Teeter, and 3rd 
Place - Mason Leaming. 

Norfork Schools 

3rd place - 2nd grader, Lottie Lee Morrell,  
2nd Place - 5th grader, Alonna Dean, 3rd 
Place - 5th grader, Nellie McGowan,  1st 
Place - 5th grader, Kimber Green, 2nd Place 
- 2nd grader, Asher Metzfer, and 1st Place - 
2nd grader, Carleigh Woodell. 

“Here is your country. Cherish these natural wonders, cherish the natu-
ral resources, cherish the history and romance as a sacred heritage, for 
your children and your children's children. Do not let selfish men or 
greedy interests skin your country of  its beauty, its riches or its  

romance”.  ― Theodore Roosevelt  
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Arkansas Week at Nelson–Wilks Herron is May 14th. We will be 
attending to conduct pollinator and water quality activities with 1st 
and 2nd graders. 

Food for Thought by Molly Garland, Grassland Specialist 

Spring plantings and thunderstorms are in full force this spring. Now is the perfect time to 
see what cost-share opportunities the Baxter County Conservation District and NRCS offer 
for your spring-time farm plans.  Bermuda grass, (Cynodon Dactylon), prefers cooler soil, 
around 65° Fahrenheit. Prime time planting for Bermuda grasses in late spring to early sum-
mer. The resilient, rapid-growing grass grows between 10 to 40cm tall.  

 
 

Most of  us probably never consider the amount of  water we use 
daily. However, Americans use about 100 gallons of  water every 
day. When a whole family is included in the picture, that equals 
around 320 gallons a day. Facts about water  conservation can get a 
bit cringe-worthy. The abovementioned water leakage in almost eve-
ry home still doesn’t quite paint the picture that needs to be seen. 

Water leaks caused household waste of  over 1,000,000,000,000 gallons of  water just nation-
wide every year. This is based on the annual water usage of  11 million homes in the United 
States.  https://www.ourendangeredworld.com/facts-about-conservation/ 

BCCD hosted a water conservation story and activity with pre-
schoolers at the Baxter County Library on May 7th.  
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, 

political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Food for Thought continued from Page 4 

It is recommended that you get your soil tested before planting. The Baxter County Extension 
Office, located at 3 E 9th St, Mountain Home, AR 72653 (870-425-2335) offers free soil sam-
ple testing. They then tell you the recommended amount of  fertilizer and lime for optimum 
plant growth.  The Baxter County Conservation District rents multiple no-till drills to help 
landowners ensure pasture establishment. We also rent 300-gallon boom-less sprayers, a drip 
torch, and a tow-behind field roller to Baxter County residents. 

Wet water springs are places where water moving underground finds an opening to the land 
surface and emerges, sometimes as just a trickle, maybe only after rain, and sometimes in a 
continuous flow, are a good natural resource for water for cattle. They can also make a mess 
of  mud or cause eroded places on your property.  Implementation of  a spring box, livestock 
pipeline, and watering units would be a win-win solution. When the spring is running- effort-
less water is provided for your cattle, along with improvement of  silt runoff  on your property. 

The Hicks Creek/White River 319 Water Quality Program may be able to assist you with im-
plementing practices to improve water quality. The primary objective is to maintain or restore 
water quality in the Watershed. If  you own livestock, we can help you reduce silt runoff  on 
your property through conservation planning and cost-sharing. We may be able to assist you 
with cross fencing, livestock watering lines, watering facilities, heavy-use areas for feed and wa-
tering stations, spraying for unwanted pasture weeds, and planting. Please come by our office 
at 406 West Wade Avenue, Suite 2, Mountain Home, or give me a call at 870-425-3527, Exten-
sion 3, to see if  your property falls within the watershed and if  you qualify for assistance. 
Even if  your farm is not located within these watersheds, please come by and check out all the 
other programs and services we have to offer. 



 

 

Spring Conservation Celebration 

On April 22, 2025 the Baxter County Conservation District hosted the Spring Conservation 
Celebration event. Mary Alice and Bernie Wiesner were the most gracious hosts who allowed 
us to use their beautiful farm for our event. We had farm tours showing all the practices they 
have implemented with the help of  NRCS and the 319 Program, such as, heavy-use areas, live-
stock pipeline, watering units, cross fencing, rotational grazing, fruit trees, and brush manage-
ment. There were tables set up by Baxter County Extension Agent Paige Barrett, the Baxter 
County Game and Fish Commission, and Quail Forever. It was such a lovely day and a great 
turn out. Thank you to everyone who attended!  
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The winner of  the 1st Annual Baxter County Conser-
vation District Scholarship is Mountain Home High 
School Senior, Devyn Prins. 

Senior Award Night for Mountain Home High School 
was held on May 13th.  Devyn Prins was awarded 
$500 for the Baxter County Conservation District 
Scholarship and Hannah Baker was awarded $500 for 
the Dave Fergurson Essay Scholarship. Awards were 
presented to Devyn and Hannah by Robert Benedict, 
Temporary Acting Chairman for the Conservation 
District. 

On April 26, Grassland Specialist, Molly Garland, gave 
a presentation to the Mountain Home Lions Club on 
the programs and resources available through the Bax-
ter County Conservation District. 
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The Arkansas Conservation Districts (CD), the Arkansas Association of  Conservation Dis-
tricts (AACD), the Arkansas Association of  Conservation Districts Employees (AACDE), 
The Department of  Agriculture - Natural Resources Division (NRD) and Natural Resources 
Conservation Services (NRCS) are seeking your ideas to focus our work and programming for 
the future via a Local Work Group Survey and Public Local Work Group Meetings.   

It is critical that we incorporate the goals and needs of  residents into developing priorities for 
program direction and funding. We need your help in deciding which natural resource con-
cerns, along with the appropriate solutions, are most important in each of  our counties.     

The survey is open to all residents, farmers, farm workers, forest owners, loggers and resource 

professionals. Your feedback will be considered by regional professionals in natural resources 

management and agriculture and incorporated into the NRCS ranking system for awarding 

financial assistance to producers. 

The Local Work Group brings together community members to discuss local natural resource 

needs such as soil health, water quality and wildlife habitat.  Whether you're a farmer, land-

owner, conservation specialist or simply an engaged community member, we want you to join 

us!  Together we will talk about what is most important for the land and environment and 

help set priorities for conservation programs.  The group's recommendations guide where 

USDA-NRCS focuses its efforts and funding in the community, ensuring that the work re-

flects local concerns and goals to benefit everyone.  

We would sincerely appreciate it if  you would take the time to complete our survey.  You can 

access the survey by scanning the QR code below, or visiting 

https://forms.office.com/r/8te1ZstH24. 



 

 


