
 

 

 

 

Local Work Group/Fall Field Day 1 

Mountain Buzz Pollinator Event 2 

Conservation Facts 2 

Notable Words  2 

Pond Bug Investigation 3 

Food for Thought  4 

On the Horizon 5 

Equipment 5 

Fall Harvest Nut Sale ORDER FORM 6 

Local Work Group Invitation 7 

Fall Field Day Invitation 8 

Inside this issue: 

Please join us at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 9, 2025 for a community discussion about conservation 

priorities in Baxter County, Arkansas.  This event is commonly referred to in the natural resource com-

munity as a Local Work Group Meeting.  This meeting is open to all residents, farmers, farm workers, 

forest owners, loggers and resource professionals.  Your feedback will be considered by regional profes-

sionals in natural resource management and agriculture and incorporated into the NRCS ranking system 

for awarding financial assistance to producers. 

It is critical that we incorporate the goals and needs of Baxter County residents into developing priorities 

for program direction and funding.  We need your help to decide which challenges you are facing on 

your land or in the community of Baxter County, along with the appropriate solutions for these challeng-

es. 

Following the Local Work Group Meeting, we will hold our annual Fall Pasture Conference/Field Day 
Event.  These events are a  gathering of agricultural stakeholders aimed at educating participants about 
specific management practices, promoting sustainable practices, discussions about emerging trends in 
agriculture and showcasing innovative technologies.  There will be concurrent breakout sessions.  One 
session will be focused on topics for beginning farmers and the other session focused on topics for ex-
perienced farmers.  Please see the attached invitation for both the Local Work Group meeting and the 
Fall Pasture Conference/Field Day Event. 

Both events are free to the public.  For additional information, please see the attached invitations on 
pages 7 & 8, contact our office at 870-425-3527, Extension 3 or email us at baxtercountycd@gmail.com. 
We look forward to seeing you!  

A Community Discussion About Conservation Priorities in  
Baxter County and Annual Pasture Conference/Fall Field Day Event 
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2nd Annual Mountain Buzz Pollinator Event 

On June 4, 2025, BCCD held a pollinator extravaganza in celebration of annual Pollinator Week (June 17-June 

23). Annual Pollinator Week is a celebration in support of pollinator health.  Mountain Buzz Pollinator Event 

took place in our pollinator garden.  Attendees shopped the pollinator market, took self-guided tours of our  

pollinator garden and learned about pollinators through hand-outs and visits with experts.  Children listened to 

readings of Meet the Pollinators A Night and Day Adventure by Barbara Clietta and got creative at the craft/coloring 

table.* Everyone enjoyed samples and refreshments made with items grown/produced with the help of pollina-

tors. 

The success of the event is due to the participation of Hives for Heroes, the Mountain Home Lion’s Club, 
Pheasants Forever, Inc., Quail Forever, the Baxter County Extension Office, Arkansas Beekeepers, the Arkan-
sas Game & Fish Commission, the North Central Prescribed Burn Association and the Baxter County Library.  
Door prizes were donated by Age Old Agri, Kelly Thomas Nursery, Carl Wayne’s Nursery, First Security Bank, 
Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership Committee, the Baxter County Extension Office and Mountain Homemade.   

Thank you to everyone who attended, to all participants and to our donors.  We sincerely appreciate each and 
every one of you. 

*Readings and craft/coloring table presented by the Baxter County Library and by Amy Johnson, Youth Services Librarian 

A small bag of peanut M&M’s requires 300 gallons of water to produce.  

Awash in Awareness: Knowing a Product's "Water Footprint" May Help Consumers Conserve 

H2O | Scientific American  

How long can men thrive between walls of brick, walking on asphalt pavements, 

breathing the fumes of coal and of oil, growing, working, dying, with hardly a 

thought of wind, and sky, and fields of grain, seeing only machine-made beauty, 

the mineral-like quality of life? - Charles Lindbergh 

Please feel free to reach out to us through our Facebook page, our website, via email or by telephone if you 

need to update your contact information or need to change the way we contact you. 
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On June 20th, Dawn Downing-Wahl, District Coordi-

nator and Molly Garland, Grassland Specialist attended 

the Conservation Education Workshop hosted by 

Aimee Sudmeyer from Conway County Conservation 

District. We learned about projects and grants geared 

towards teaching children conservation practices to 

bring awareness to conservation needs.  

BCCD employees, Board members and NRCS employee, Joe Mas-

sey attended the Northwest Area Meeting on June 24th. Topics dis-

cussed at the meeting were spray drones and carbon credits.  

On June 26th, Molly hosted a Pond Bug Investigation at the L. C. 

Youth Center. Students caught and looked closely at different types 

of  critters that were in the creek that is adjacent to the Youth Cen-

ter and learned about the life cycles of  insects, and journaled their 

findings. Afterwards students participated in a coloring project, in-

side the old school house at Cooper Park.  
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Food for Thought by Molly Garland, Grassland Specialist 

Baxter County Conservation District offers multiple cost-share opportunities for best management prac-

tices, with one of those practices being cross fencing. The Hicks Creek/White River 319 project offers a 

60% cost-share rate on cross fencing.  NRCS estimates that implementing one (1) foot of barbed wire 

costs $3.88. The cost-share amount (That is a 60% reimbursement to landowners.) is $2.33 per foot of 

barbed wire cross fencing implemented.  

Cross-fencing is implemented in the agricultural and animal husbandry industries for more efficient land 

and livestock management. Implementation serves multiple purposes, such as separating animals, rotating 

pasture, keeping livestock out of soggy areas, establishing a sacrifice area where forage is dormant or the 

ground is muddy, boosting livestock health and growth rates while minimizing feed costs, allowing flexi-

bility and permanence as needed and increasing pasture management and productivity.  

Cross fencing is when fences are installed inside a perimeter fence to divide a grazing area into two or 

more separate paddocks. Another use for cross-fencing is separating different ages or breed groups of cer-

tain animals. For instance, landowners or ranchers may separate cows and calves. These practices help to 

optimize the use of available land resources and improve productivity and health of livestock. 

The top benefits of cross fencing include: 

1) Improved pasture management: Cross fencing allows for better control of grazing patterns, which can 

lead to healthier pastures and improved forage quality; 

2) Increased productivity: By dividing a larger piece of land into smaller pastures, you can rotate grazing 

animals more efficiently, resulting in higher stocking rates and increased productivity; 

3) Reduced risk of overgrazing: Overgrazing can cause significant damage to pastures, leading to soil ero-

sion, weed infestations, and reduced forage production; 

4) Cross fencing can help prevent overgrazing by controlling the number of animals in each area; 

5) Better animal health: By controlling grazing patterns, cross-fencing can help prevent the spread of dis-

eases among animals; 

6) Easier management: With smaller pastures, it is easier to manage grazing patterns, monitor animal 

health, and administer treatments; and 

7) Reduced labor costs: Cross fencing helps make grazing management more efficient, which can reduce 

the need for personnel in farm management 

In addition to cross fencing, the Hicks Creek/ White River 319 Water Quality Program offers cost-share 

opportunities for livestock watering lines and watering facilities, heavy use areas for feed and watering sta-

tions, spraying unwanted pasture weeds, and planting. The primary objective of this project is to maintain 

or restore water quality in the watershed. If you own livestock, we can help you reduce silt runoff on your 

property through conservation planning and cost-sharing. Please come to our office at 406 West Wade 

Avenue, Suite 2, Mountain Home, or give me a call at 870-425-3527, Extension 3, to see if your property 

falls within the watershed and if you qualify for assistance. Even if your farm is not located within the wa-

tershed, please come by and check out all the other programs and services we have to offer. 
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On the Horizon 

Baxter County Conservation District will be attending the Baxter 

County Fair with an informational booth in the Educational Build-

ing, September 9th-13th!  

We will be attending the Farmers’ Market in Mountain Home on 
October 18th, with hot chocolate and nut samples.  Stop by our 
booth and say “hello”! 
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