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Inside this issue: 
Baxter County Conservation District (BCCD) is hosting its Annual Field Day 
Event on Thursday, October 19, 2023 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Bax-
ter County Fairgrounds Education Building, located at 1507 Fairgrounds 
Drive, Mountain Home, Arkansas 72653.  This event is free to the public.  
The event will start with dinner at 6:00 p.m. followed by the following presen-
tations: 
 
6:30—High Tunnel Initiative by Reggie Watson, NRCS 
6:45 - 319 Project by John Cotenas, Baxter County Cons. Dist 
7:00 - Dillon King, Quails Forever 
7:15 - Baxter Co. Hay Improvement Project by Brad Runsick, Baxter Co. Coop Ext 

 
Please RSVP to 870-425-3527, Ext. 3 or baxtercountycd@gmail.com.  We 
look forward to seeing you.. 

The Bull Shoals – White River 319 watershed program is still in progress. If you are in the project area, come chat with 

me and we can see what we can do. I have some funding left to cost share projects. 

We have multiple programs that cost share with pasture, field, wildlife and forest improvement, plus cross fencing, wa-

terers and heavy use areas, ponds and so much more. If any of this interests you, please come in and talk to me and we 

can get you started.  

For you new beekeepers remember for first year hives to leave plenty of capped honey for your bees . Each colony will 

need about 50-60 pounds of honey for winter. Fall medication should be started now for the prevention of foulbrood 

and the control of Tracheal and Varroa mites. If you are planning on requeening this fall, it is also time to do that. Re-

queening can temporarily break the brood cycle encouraging good egg-laying by new queens for the upcoming spring 

season. You may also want to join the Baxter County Beekeepers Association https://www.facebook.com/

groups/2133970273501702/. 

 

““We abuse land because we regard it as a commodity belonging to us. When we see 

land as a community to which we belong, we may begin to use it with love and respect”  

Aldo Leopold, 

A Sand County Almanac and Sketches Here and There  

The time to plant is upon us. The drill reservations are starting to fill up so if you 

need to reserve one, please let us know sooner rather than later. Don’t forget to get 

your soil samples in to Brad Runsick at the Co-op Extension Office to see what nu-

trients your grasses and soils may need. 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/321811


 

 

Prescribed Burning 

September,  2023  Newsletter  

Prescribed burning is the most effective and economical management tool for promoting native plant communities. Fire 
has played an important role in natural ecosystems and prescribed burns are an increasingly common management tool. 
Effects of fire management on insect communities are highly variable but recent research on longleaf pine ecosystems 
found clear benefits for native bee populations (Moylett et al. 2020). If used appropriately, fire benefits many insect com-
munities through the restoration and maintenance of suitable habitat, but some species, particularly some butterflies, may 
be harmed by fire. Prairie communities are adapted to wildfires, and generally thrive with regular burns, as long as there 
are some unburned areas nearby that can provide colonizers into the burned habitat. Some research suggests that burn-
ing small habitat fragments that support rare species risks extirpation of some insect species because of limited recoloni-
zation from adjacent habitats.  

• Always have a prescribed burning plan by certified planners and trained personnel. Contact:  
 Arkansas NRCS (www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/ar/home/),  
 Quail Forever (https://quailforever.org/Habitat/findBiologist.aspx),  
 the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission (https://agfc.com/en/wildlife-management/private-lands-program/)  
 the Arkansas Prescribed Fire Council (www.facebook.com/ArPrescribedFireCouncil/),  
 the Arkansas Forestry Commission (www.agriculture.arkansas.gov/arkansas-forestry-commission),  
 The Nature Conservancy (www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/united-states/arkansas/),  
 or private contractors.  
● A program of rotational burning where small sections are burnt every few years will ensure adequate colonization po-
tential for pollinators. It is best to burn no more than one third of a property per year.  
● Sometimes the window for burning is very limited based on labor and weather. Burning a larger area than ideal can still 
be tremendously valuable for wildlife overall. However, where rare species are of concern, extra precautions are needed.  
● There is some evidence that growing season burns are superior to dormant season burns for increasing abundance and 
diversity of forbs.  
● Including grasses in mixes can help ensure that fire is carried quickly through the site, leaving some habitat patches 
intact amidst the burn. Grasses should make up no more than 25% by pure live seed (PLS) of a pollinator seed mix.  
● A mosaic of burned and unburned areas is ideal. Leave unburned patches within a burn unit. Even small patches (one 
to three yards in diameter) are helpful as micro-refuges. Total black in the burn area is not the measure of success of a 
prescribed burn. 
 
Sometimes, especially for prescribed burns, it is just not practical to burn only part of a planting. The long-term benefit 
of the burn will generally outweigh any short-term loss, particularly if there are undisturbed areas nearby.  efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/api/

CPSFile/30741/20-002_01_AR-NRCS-Poll-Handbook_web_  
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BCCD Pollinator Garden 

Last year BCCD built a pollinator garden located in front of our office building.  The Pollinator Garden is 
blooming and looks absolutely beautiful.  During our Tree Beautification Program, we bought new plants to 
add to the garden and to replace a few plants we lost over the winter.  Please stop by any time and enjoy the 
bees and butterflies as well as the arbor and bench. We hope you enjoy watching our garden grow and prosper 
as much as we do.  If you are interested in starting your own pollinator garden, we would be happy to assist 
you. 

True or False…. 

One bush or one clump of perennials is often all it takes to foster native 

bees in your yard.  

True.  Bees are tiny; one bush or one clump of perennials is often all it takes to 

foster native bees in your yard. Within a mile of your yard (urban or rural) there 

are at least 100 species of bees looking for the right plants. Attracting and tending 

these native bees on your property is all about planting the right flowers and 

flowering bushes. https://www.usgs.gov/centers/pwrc/science/pollinators?qt-science_center_objects=0#qt-

science_center_objects 

https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/api/CPSFile/30741/20-002_01_AR-NRCS-Poll-Handbook_web_
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/api/CPSFile/30741/20-002_01_AR-NRCS-Poll-Handbook_web_


 

 

The Feral Swine Eradication and Control Pilot Program 
(FSCP) was established by the 2018 Farm Bill to respond to 
the threat feral swine pose to agriculture, native ecosystems, 
and human and animal health. USDA is focusing efforts 
through this pilot where feral swine pose the highest threat. 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/feral-swine-eradication-and-control-pilot-program 

If you are having problems with feral swine in Baxter County, 
please contact Tad Huff , Patrick Thompson or BCCD. 
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  Feral Swine Project 

Looking Forward 

Tree Beautification Project 

Information will be provided in our December Newsletter. 

In observance of Federal Holidays, our offices will be closed on  
Monday, October 9; Friday, November 10, Thursday, Novem-
ber 23, Monday, December 25 and Monday January 1, 2024. 

If you are interested in renting any of the equipment listed be-
low, please contact BCCD at 870-425-3527, Extension 3. 
 
NO TILL DRILL 

$25.00 p/day +$9.00 p/acre and $60 min 
$100.00 refundable deposit 
5,000 lbs 
no brakes 
10 1/2' W x 10' L 
drop pin towing 
requires 50-60 hp tractor w/rear hydraulics 

SPRAYER 
$25.00 p/day 
$100.00 refundable deposit 
300 Gallons 
Tow behind PTO 
Boomless 

FIELD ROLLER 
$20.00 p/day   
$30.00 refundable deposit 
8’ (w/tongue 12’) 
requires 70 hp tractor 

Rental Equipment 

NOW 

ACCEPTING

  

Please feel free to reach out to us through our Facebook page, our website, via email or by telephone if you 

need to update your contact information or need to change the way we contact you. 



 

 

How to Improve Your Garden Soil Quality Over the Winter By Elizabeth Yuko 
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After you’ve cleaned up the beds and put the hose and most of your tools away for the season, you may think that 
there’s nothing else you can do to set your garden up for success in the spring. But that’s not the case. 
The plants may get all of the attention, but the soil in your garden is what’s really important. And fortunately, there 
are things you can do to help it along during the colder months. In an article for Family Handyman, Maria Webster 
provides a few ways to improve your soil over the winter. Here are some to consider. 
 
Plant a cover crop 
As the name suggests, cover crops can be planted to protect the soil in your garden over the winter. “Over time, a 
cover crop regimen will increase soil organic matter, leading to improvements in soil structure, stability, and in-
creased moisture and nutrient holding capacity for plant growth,” the USDA and the Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service report. 
 
Spread a layer of mulch 
Though you may think of mulch as something used in landscaping to prevent the growth of weeds (and it is), it can 
also act like a cozy winter blanket for your garden soil, Webster says. Specifically, she recommends using organic 
mulch like bark, wood chips, straw, grass clippings, rice, and other seed hulls. “In addition to providing protection, 
they put nutrients back into the soil as they biodegrade, ultimately creating more organic materials for the mi-
crobes to feed on,” she writes. 

Another use for compost 
Of all these options, Webster says that compost is the best thing for your soil in the winter (and the rest of the year, 
too). Here’s why: 
Good soil is alive and teeming with microorganisms that establish complex symbiotic relationships with the root 
systems of everything you plant. They become key to each other’s ability to thrive. These microorganisms need to 
eat, and there’s no better food to feed them than compost. 
For those who are composting outside, Webster says that it’s important to remember that the colder temperatures 
slow down the decomposition process, so chop your “browns” and “greens” into smaller bits to help them break 
down faster.  
 
Published December 11, 2021— How to Improve Your Garden Soil Quality Over the Winter (lifehacker.com)  

Page 4  

Conservation Districts all over Arkansas are proud to announce 
the new Conservation District License Plate. You may purchase 
this specialty plate  at your local revenue office and show your 
support “For Love of the Land.”  For each plate sold in Baxter 
County, $20.00 goes back to BCCD. 

We are on the web!  www.baxtercountycd.com 

Please like our Facebook page 

Baxter County Conservation District Board 
Mark Keaton, Chairman 

Sherrie Bufford, Secretary/Treasurer 

Sally Hall, Mel Crawford and Robert Benedict 

The Board of the Baxter County Conservation District meets once a month in the Board Room of the 
Farm Bureau Offices at 6:00 p.m.  These meetings are open to the public.  The next three meetings are 
scheduled for October 12, 2023, November 9, 2023 and December 14, 2023. 

Baxter County Conservation District  

406 W. Wade Avenue, Suite 2 
Mountain Home, Arkansas 72653 
Phone: 870-425-3527, Extension 3 
Email: baxtercountycd@gmail.com  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, 

political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

https://lifehacker.com/author/elizabethyuko
https://lifehacker.com/how-to-plant-a-fall-cover-crop-this-fall-to-protect-you-1847571712
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ny/technical/?cid=nrcs144p2_027252
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ny/technical/?cid=nrcs144p2_027252
https://www.familyhandyman.com/article/how-to-improve-garden-soil-in-winter/
https://www.familyhandyman.com/article/how-to-improve-garden-soil-in-winter/
https://lifehacker.com/the-best-and-worst-foods-for-composting-1847396396
https://lifehacker.com/how-to-improve-your-garden-soil-quality-over-the-winter-1848197329


 

 

2023 ANNUAL FALL HARVEST NUT SALE 
Baxter County Conservation District 

406 W. Wade Ave., Suite 2 
Mountain Home, AR 72653  

 

Customer Name:___________________________________________________ Phone Number:_______________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________ 

Email Address:  __________________________________________________ 

PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED FORM (TWO PAGES) NO LATER THAN OCTOBER 27, 2023 

Item Description Price Each Quantity Extended Price 

EXAMPLE—Mixed Nuts $10.25 2 $20.50 

1 lb Bag Mammoth Pecan Halves—NEW SUPPLIER/ARKANSAS PRODUCT  $10.25  $ 

5 lb Box Mammoth Pecan Halves—5, 1 LB BAGS READY F/GIFT GIVING $51.25  $ 

1 lb Bag Fancy Large Pecan Pieces-NEW SUPPLIER/ARKANSAS PRODUCT $10.25  $ 

5 lb Box Fancy Large Pecan Pieces—5, 1 LB BAGS READY F/GIFT GIVING $51.25  $ 

1 lb Bag Chocolate Amaretto Pecans-NEW SUPPLIER/ARKANSAS PRODUCT $10.25  $ 

1 lb Bag Praline Pecan Halves-NEW SUPPLIER/ARKANSAS PRODUCT $10.25  $ 

1 lb Bag Dark Chocolate Pecans-NEW SUPPLIER/ARKANSAS PRODUCT $10.25  $ 

1 lb Bag Milk Chocolate Pecans-NEW SUPPLIER/ARKANSAS PRODUCT $10.25  $ 

1 lb Bag Cinnamon Sugar Pecans—NEW ITEM/SUPPLIER/ARK. PRODUCT $10.25  $ 

1 lb Bag Spicy Pecans—NEW ITEM/SUPPLIER/ARKANSAS PRODUCT $10.25  $ 

As many of you know, we have had some issues with our normal supplier the last few years.  This year that 

supplier has increased their prices and has limited the items available for ordering.  To continue to offer the 

same quality and types of nuts, we have added two new suppliers, one of which is an Arkansas farm.  You 

will see changes and new products highlighted below.  One change that we want you to be aware of is that 

the nuts from our Arkansas farm will be delivered to you in freezer-ready, Ziplock bags.  We understand that 

many of you purchase the nuts for gifts and, therefore, we have worked with that supplier to make a gift giv-

ing option available for the pecan halves and the pecan pieces.  The Cashews, Mixed Nuts and Double-

Dipped Peanuts will be packaged the same as they always have been.  Orders should be ready for pickup the 

week of Thanksgiving (hopefully sooner). Please make sure we have good contact information for you.  We 

will notify you by phone, email, our website and/or our Facebook page when orders are available for pickup.  

Thank you for your continued support of BCCD. 
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Sampler Pack—1 lb each of Pecan Halves, Choc. Pecans, Choc. Peanuts, Choc. 

Amaretto Pecans, Choc. Almonds, Cinnamon & Sugar Pecans, Praline Pecans & 

1 lb box of Fudge (1/2 lb each of White Choc. Fudge & Dark Choc. Fudge)-

NEW ITEM/ARKANSAS PRODUCT—(SAVE $5.00) 

$77.25  $ 

1 lb Bag Cashews, Roasted & Salted $9.75  $ 

1 lb Bag Mixed Nuts, Roasted & Salted $8.80  $ 

1 lb Bag Chocolate, Double-Dipped Peanuts $8.50  $ 

1 lb Bag English Walnut Halves & Pieces—NEW SUPPLIER $10.00  $ 

1 lb Bag Chocolate Almonds—NEW SUPPLIER $10.00  $ 

5 lb Bag Raw Blanched Peanuts (no skin) $18.30  $ 

5 lb Bag Raw RED SKIN Peanuts $16.75  $ 

1 lb Bag Black Walnuts $13.25  $ 

1/2 lb Salted Carmel Nut Fudge w/Pecans—NEW ITEM/ARK. PRODUCT $10.25  $ 

1/2 lb Chocolate Pecan Fudge w/Pecans—NEW ITEM/ARKANSAS PRODUCT $10.25  $ 

1/2 lb Blueberry Cheesecake Fudge—NEW ITEM/ARKANSAS PRODUCT $10.25  $ 

1/2 lb Chocolate Peanut Butter Fudge—NEW ITEM/ARKANSAS PRODUCT $10.25  $ 

  AMOUNT DUE $ 

  3.6% of Amount Due—Credit 

Card Proc. Fee 

$ 

 TOTAL DUE/ENCLOSED $ 

We accept, cash and/or check.  If you would like to pay with a debit or credit card (Visa, Mas-
tercard, American Express or Discover) a 3.6% processing fee applies. 
 
Name on Card:___________________________________________ Card #:___________________________________________ 

Expiration Date:________________ CVV Security Code:_______________ Billing Zip Code:___________________  

PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED FORM (TWO PAGES) NO LATER THAN OCTOBER 27, 2023 
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